THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

for the adoption of much sterner methods. The view
of the aeronautical world was reflected in The Aero-
plane, which kept hammering away at the same
point. Why on earth, the editor, Mr. Colston Shep-
hard, asked in effect, were we not hitting at Ger-
many^ strength at its source and bombing Dessau,
Bremen, Rostock and Oranienburg, where dozens of
new aeroplanes were being produced every week to
be used against us? Lord Trenchard, the greatest
figure in British military aviation, added his power-
ful support to their plea. In the House of Lords on
May 8, 1940, he asked why we waited, and said that
if it was because we had promised not to bomb
"open towns' this meant that Germany need not
retain any defences at home. Nobody, he added,
wanted to kill civilians, but the people of this
country would not shrink from facing whatever risk
was necessary to bring the war to a successful con-
clusion. 'Make no mistake about it. When it suits
Germany's book she will hit open towns and all,
mercilessly and thoroughly. Why should we await
her convenience before striking at German military
might in Germany?3
Lord Trenchard's words were prophetic. It suited
Germany's book to begin bombing the homelands of
the western Allies in the second week of May, when
she attacked Holland, where a whole district of
Rotterdam was practically wiped out, and Belgium,
where Tournai, Louvain, Nivelles and Namur were
savagely bombed, and opened the long-expected
offensive in the west. German bombers also attacked
aerodromes and railway stations at a large number
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